stimulus to broader design thinking in
SYSTEMS BUILDING FOR SCHOOLS
Architects everywhere are find ing that the integration of
manufac tured environmental and structural systems
is changing the scope of school design.
And once again, concrete demonstrates its compatibility
with the newest concepts in architecture and construction.

In systems building particu larly, the design flexibili ty
of concrete brings vital advantages. No ot her buildi ng
material provides such broad opportunity for the effective
welding of aesthetic and functional values in highly
engineered systems.
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Fac tory o r si te co n cre te
" room-size" boxes with built in mech anical services are a
pote ntia l answer to educa tional buildinq needs.
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ONE IDEA LEADS TO ANOTHER

I
lillill
I

These idea sketch es are just a few examp les of
concrete's potential for innovative desig n.
In further exploration of the systems bu ild ing
concept, you 'll find PCA can help . . . through' its
technical literature and its nationwide staff of
architects, engineers and specialists. Call the PCA
office nearest you, or write for additional information.
(U.S. and Canada only)

PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION
Suite 705-5301 Cent rol N.E.. Albuquerq ue. N .M. 87108
A n org8n ization of cement m8nuf8cturers to improve 8nd
extend the uses of p ortla nd cement 8nd concrete.
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Column-lree areas are easily
and inexpensively roo fed wi th
a variet y o f conc rete shapes.
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Systems o f precast concrete
columns. planks. and tec
shapes offer opportu nities lor
developing systematic buildings wi th built-in c o m pati lJility of services.
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Serving Southwestern New Mexico
and EI Paso with

Quality Concrete Masonry Products
and many allied building materials

Hollow Metal Doors and Frames
Wood and Plastic Folding Doors
Commercial Hardware
Reinforcing and Fabricated Steel
Residen tial and Commercial Steel and Aluminum Windows

Builders Block & Stone Co., Inc.
P. O. Box 1633

Builders Block & Supply Co., Inc.

EI Paso

Roswell

622·1321

P. O. Drawer FF

532·9695

Las Cruces

524·3633

Members of New Mexico Concrete Masonry Assn. and National Concrete Masonry Assn.

M r. A rchi tec t .. . .
let us show you why a large percent of
Building owners in New Mexico rely upon
us for dependable Vertica l Transportotion.

Hun ter- Hayes Elevato r Co.
lC6 Buena Vista S.E.
Albuquerque, N. M. 871C6
ELECTRIC
ELEVATORS
fOR HIGH RISE BUILDINGS

HUNTER-HAYES ELEVATOR Co.
SUBS IDIARY. DOVER CORP.

O ff ices Throughout the Southwest

4

3.
1.

BANK OF NEW MEXICO
Albuquerque, N. M.
High Speed Automa tic Eleva tors
Rotary Oildraul ic Eleva tor
Many other installations in New Mexico
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T he Sie rra del Sol - Thomas R.
Vree land, J r., and Assoc ia t es
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a condom inium apartments and
Chal ets - Ta os Ski Vall ey

Book Rev iew

16

" Houses of Bost on's Bac k Bay"
by Bainbridge Bunt ing

How about some Urba ne Urba nism
John T. M idyette, III

17

a look at th e De Va rga s Urban
Ren ewal Proj ect - Santa Fe

A Legal and Ar ch itectural Mil estone
in Mad ison , W iscon s in

22

Frank Lloyd Wr ight and his fr iends,
the citizens of Mad ison , win a legal o pinion

(C ove l' -

-

A erial vietl; Tao s Ski Valley )
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A NEW LINE OF

CREATIVE
CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

•
•

under the new name of

AG Ston~

ALB UQ UERQ UE

AGP

WORKI NG FOR:
An improved
business climate in
the New Mexico
Construction Industry

GRAVEL PRODUCTS COMPANY

•
•
•
•
•
•
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W. D. Ross
Executive Director
265-8703
New Mexico 87108

205 Truman N.E.
Albuquerque,

OUR 32ND YEAR CLIMATE DESIGNING
PAINT FOR THE SOUTHWEST

HALEYI S and th e

..........

~
'~ EiUTWORLD.
,n .

COLOR
GUILO-.... .

.:v
I

Of

COLOR

IN ARCHITECTURAL
QUALITY PAINTS

SUNFOE
AMBASSADOR

HA LEY PAl NT MFGI CO., INC.
FEATHERLITE TILE COMPANY P. O. Box 439. Erskme Rd.
LUBBOCK. TEXAS 794()8

EL PASO, TEXAS
PH. 532-692 1
755-98 21

Phone 809 & PO- 3-8202
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ALBUQUERQUE
NEW MEXICO
PH. 265- 1524
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WOOD is WARM and WONDERFUL!
MEMBERSHIPI
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I
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ALBUQUERQUE LUMBER

SANDIA LUMBER CO.

co.

U.

1\ .
Jl..
-~

S. P LYWOOD CORP.

f:,.

SHOFNER L U M B E R CO.

SAGEBRUSH SALES CO.

BALDRIDGE HOME SUPPLY CEN T ER

APACHE LUMBER CO •• INC.

WEYERHAEUSER

GIBSON LUMBER CO.

FIR PINE LUMBER CO.

DU KE CITY LUMBER CO.

HOME BUILDERS SUPPLY CO.

GEORG IA-PACIF IC CORP.

NEW

MEXICO T I M B E R

"

INC .

BOSQUE FAR MS L UM B E R C O .

These are the expert s on wood and wood produ ct s t o contact
for informati on and consultation ... members of

LUMBER MERCHANDISERS ASSOCIA TION
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

11.\lt!:t'U\'i\t\\\~lYii~\'\\\'~\\i'\1\\\\~\nMfl\i\'l\\\\l~,~\\\\~\\~\\\tmi.\i\\\I\\\\lI,\\\tI)I.'iVl\'lfti\\l\l.~t l1W\\l.\
" T rus Jo ist enabled us to take advantage of
t ime and money saving idea s used in heavy construct ion job s - "
" .. . and still reta in the standard f raming
crews a nd cost of light construction. W e lost no
time waiting fo r pipes and con du it to be cut into
solid f loor joist a nd we re ab le to work mo re crews
a t th e same ti me . We we re a ble to have a ll these
adva nt a ges w ithout paying a prem ium per square
foot of covered area ."
So says job superintendent, Rue Lazell, the
man in a key position to know costs and the need
for innova tion in bu ild ing .
Th is is anoth e r examp le of T. J . versatil ity .
Versat ility that saves t ime a nd money.

" Cha pa rra l" Apartment Complex Albuquerque
W . Miles Britt elle, Jr . - Architect

@"G~'?!~"~'YI'~;:' ~~~i11 •
Albuque rqu e

505 /256·2058

HOT WATER FAST?
if you want the job done right
... do it with gas

SOUTHERN UNION
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GAS COMPANY
7

,

For saving time and money on construction j obs-specify
Atlas prestressed st ruct u ra I concrete . . . double " T' s" ,
single " T's", beams, piling and special made-to-order prestressed and precast units.

alw ays a sk for
the B EST
W RIT E OR CA LL : WALT ER FRANK
B.JX 9977 , EL PASO, TEXA S 79990
T ELEPHON E 9 15 772 -3 248

ask for ...

@:LD~
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In this
fine Brentuiood home ...
there is no compromise
with quality
THE
SPECIFICATIONS
CALLED FOR GENUINE
CLAY MISSION TILE
Rustic charm, achieved through the skillful use of
clay mission tile and other age-old building materials,
characterizes this superbly designed home in Brentwood, California. Since the days of the Dons, clay
mission tile has been a distinctive mark of residential architecture. It imparts beauty, color and an
unmistakable stamp of quality to the contemporary
architecture of today, as it did to the traditional
architecture of the past. Recognizing its unique
versatility, Architect Jack White specified only genuine clay mission tile- from the kilns of San Valle.
After all, if it isn't clay... it isn't tile.

San~lIe

MISSION TI L E

TILE KIL NS
Since 18 9 8

Representative for tu dowlct-cetedcn Roofing Tile. Quarry Tile and Nail on Brick in Calif ornia and Arizona

CLAY SH INGLE

1258 NORTH HIGHLAND AVENUE, LOS ANGELES . CALIFORNIA 90038 • TELEPHONE (2 13) 4 64 -7289
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New Mexico Society of Architects
C/O Mr. Kenneth S. Clark, F.A.I.A.
208 Delgado Street
Santa Fe, New Mexico
Gentlemen :
This letter is written in response to your request for a legal opinion
with respect to whether a School Board or a Board of County Commissioners
may legally contract to pay an architect for plans and specifications for
constructing a building even though the bond issue out of which such
building is to be constructed fails to pass. It is our understanding that
School Boards as well as Boards of County Commissioners frequently take
the position that no payment may be made for plans and specifications
except out of the proceeds of the bond issue relating to the project with
the result that the architectural fee must of necessity be contingent, rather
than certain.
In our opinion, there is no legal foundation for such a position and
School Boards and Boards of County Commissioners may enter into a valid
contract to pay an architect for plans and specifications for projects without regard to whether the bond issue relating to the project is passed by
the voters. We will separately consider the authority for such payment by
School Boards and by Boards of County Commissioners .
Public schools may pay for architectural services which are considered preliminary in nature, that is, for surveys, feasibility studies, cost
estimates and preliminary plans, under Budget Classification 120.3 in the
General Control budget. For other architectural services, budget provisions
may be made under classifications 1210.1, 1220.1, 1210.2, 1220.2 and 1230.
The basic authority for the foregoing is found in the Public School
Finance Act, Sections 77 -6 - 1 through 77-6-46, New Me xico Statutes Annotated, 1953 Compilation . In particular, Section 77 -6-7 establishes the
form of budgeting, 77 -6-46 requi res expenditures to be in conformity with
the budget, and 77-6-5 gives the effect of law to accounting and budgeting
procedures contained in the Manual of Procedure issued by the Public
School Finance Division of the Department of Finance and Administration .
The budget classification numbers listed above are designations set forth
by the Manual of Procedure, which was initially issued in 1965 and supplemented in 1967 .
A Board of County Commissioners has general authority "To build
. . . all county buildings . .. " under section 15-37-15 and" .. . the care
of the county property and the management of the interest of the county
in all cases where no other provision is made by law" under section 1537 -16. Its budget is, however, subject to approval by the Local Government
Division of the State Department of Finance and Administration. See
Section 11-2-57. This division advises that a line item in the general fund
may be placed in the budget by a Board of County Commissioners. Such
request in the budget could be made by a Board of County Commissioners
in advance of the election on the bond issue and, if the issue passes, the
architectural fees would be paid from the proceeds of the bond issue and
the money in the line item in the general fund would simply not be used.
Alternatively, after a bond issue fails, the Board of County Commissioners
could request approval of an amendment to the budget from the Local
Government Division of the State Department of Finance and Administration.
Both in the case of bond issues for school construction and for county
projects, it seems elementary that the respective boards must have authority
to incur preliminary expenses, including the employment of architects.
The Legislature of the State of New Mexico must have foreseen that
certain preliminary expenses are an absolute necessity in the case of an
election on a bond issue . For example, legal advertising in advance of an
election is specifically required, and the newspaper carrying the advertising demands and receives its fee in advance of the election. The services
of an architect would seem to be equally essential to the presentation of a
bond issue to the electorate. Accordingly, the authority to incur expenses
preliminary to an election on a bond issue is inherent in the statutes providing for such elections.
In conclusion, we see no necessity for architectural fees to be made
contingent upon the passage of a bond issue.
Sincerely yours,
Joseph A. Sommer, McKenna & Sommer, Attorneys
NMA January - February 1968

Contingent fee
for construction
of School and
County buildings
- A legal opinion

...

NEW MEXICO QUARTZ BEAUTIFIES
ALBUQUERQUE'S SKYLINE
Nearing completion is the installation of 1400 precast concrete panels on the exterior treatment on St.
Joseph 's Hospital, Albuquerque. The white quartz
exposed aggregate surface material was acquired
here in New Me xico. The panels are being produced
on Otto's new high production impact table facili ties, t he only facility of its type in New Me xico. A
new peak in product strength and uniformity.
Arc hit ect-W. C. Kruger & Assoc.
Engineer-Rob er t Kra use
Contrac tor-Lemb ke Constr ., Co., Inc.

EDGAR D. OTTO 6- SON INC.

243-6721
2700 2nd St. S.W.

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103

8 FOOT WIDE DOUBLE TEE
PRESTRESSED CONCRETE ROOF!
A total of 37,000 square feet of prestressed concrete roof hauled and erected in five working days
on general offices and shopping center for Phelps
Dodge Corp., Tyrone, N. M. The spans of the eight
feet wide double tees ranged from 28' to 72'.

ARCHITECT
LOUIS G. HESSELDUN
t':t ASSOC.
CONTRACTOR
BRENNAND - LEAVELL

PR~STR~SS~D CONCR~T~

PRODUCTS, INC.
MANUFACTURERS OF ROOF AND FLOOR DECKS

_ ECONOMY

THEY EXCEL IN
_ PERMANENCY _ DURABILITY

_ VERSATILITY

_ FLEXIBILITY

and most important _ FIRE RESISTANCE

1900 MENAUL ROAD N. E., ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87106
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(505)

345-2536

#2, 3, 4, 5-Chalets

#13 and 17Condo mini um
Apart men ts

THE SITE

The

Th e site is an irregular "L" sha ped piece of land locat ed at the base
of the ski lift north of the culvert.
Th e site slopes consistently from
its lowest point at the west come r
toward its highest point at the east
come r and is bordered along the
southwes tern edge by the Rio
Hond o.
Two sepa rate mod els are planned : the condominium apa rtments,
low in price, ran ging in unit sizes
from 600 to 800 squ are feet, extend
in a south-easterly dir ection up the
slope from the cul vert along the
river bank , Th e chalets, higher
pri ced, fanci er units of about 1200
square feet each, are designed to
be built starting along the road on
the northeast boundary and continuing down the slope toward the
river.

Condominium Apartments
and Chalets,

Sierra

del

Sol

Taos Ski Valley,
Twining, New Mexico

ARCHITECT : Thomas R. Vreeland, Jr., and Associates
STRUCTURAL ENGINEER: Howard S. Cottrell and Associat es
DEVELOPER : Hertzmark-Parnegg Co.
the condominium apartm ents

Th e cover of this issue of N M A
is a photograph of the site area.
Th e actua l site is in the lower left
near the existing ski facilities.
TH E CON D O M INIU ~ [
APARTME TS
To simplify construc tion, all units of this model are contained in
three separate buildings averag ing
fifteen units per building an d giving a total of forty-five units. On e
unit is locat ed on eac h floor ( the
building is two stories) and the
second floor unit is reach ed from
the stree t side of the bu ilding,
NMA Jan uar y · February 1968
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Isometri c and
Plan : one
bedroom unit
second floor

Isometric and
Plan: one
bedroom unit
first floor

12

NMA January· February 1968

I

-!

while the first floor unit has its
entrance from the river. In order
to make thes e lower units as accessible as possible from the parking
strip, a tunnel is provided through
the center of each building by
omitting a first-floor unit. In this
tunnel is located the sauna and
the laundry-room which serve all
the occupants of the building.
The bedrooms on both floors
face the street, the living room and
terraces face the river. Since the
first-floor bedroom and its bath
are accessible from the vestibule
of the second floor unit, it has the
possibility of serving as a second
bedroom to the upstairs apartment
(in which case the first-floor apartment becomes an efficiency) or as
a separate rental unit. This provides considerable option in assigning apartment space within a pair
of units: a bedroom-bath rental
unit; an efficiency with no separate bedroom; a one-bedroom
apartment unit; and a two-b edroom apartment unit.
In ord er to negotiate th e consistent upward slope on which the
buildings sit the units have been
arranged at an oblique angl e to th e
front wall and each successive unit
is placed one foot high er than the
previous one, with the result that
it is possibl e to cover all unit s with
an unbroken roof surface which
slopes from front to back of each
unit but remains level across the
width of each apartment. In addition , the angled relation of party
walls to the front and back has
created a slight indentation at each
entrance, serving as a covered
porch at the front and a trapezoidal balcony at the rear, orient ed
toward the ski slope.
Two separate coding systems ar e
used to make identification easier.
All public aspects of the building
are sheathed in rough-sawn boards
- i.e., the major facade, the ends,
the tunnel and the balcony railings. All areas of individual private
ownership are sheathed in smoothfaced composition board painted
white - i.e., the indented entrance
porch of each unit facing the street ,
the side walls of the balconies. Th e
second coding system serves to distinguish one apartment unit at its

I
L

I
--l

th e eff icienc y

o

p
I

L

entrance from the oth er by the use
of distinctive colors and num eral s,
a spectrum of warm oran ges and
reds on the north side, and of cool
blu es and violets on the south.
At the culvert end of the first
building facing the main road,
symbolic elements have been used
dir ectly to advertise its cont ents
much as a book-cover might. Th ey
are: a turret , which sits on the
north com er of the building and
bears an orange emblem of th e
sun ; an archway which proffers a
gesture of welcome and marks the
beginnin g of the "village str eet";
and a flagpole with a long blue
banner with two ski tracks forming
a stylized double "S" on it.
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THE CHALETS

2 bedroom unit
with one bedroom
on th e first floor
NMA Jomuoru

»

February 1968

Th ese units ar e almost twice the
price and twice th e size of the
apartment units. Each one is a separate and self-suffici ent chalet,
compl ete with sauna and laundry,
which can be entered from the
13

sketches o f the chalets

NMA January . February 1968

front or back. Th ere are three
sizes : a one-bedroom, a two-bed room and a three bedroom varietv.
Th e basic section of eac h unit 'is
wedge-shaped , two stories high at
the front tap erin g to one story at
the rear. Th e bedrooms are on the
second floor over the entrance vestibul e and kitch en, openin g onto
a gallery which overlooks the double-height living room. Above the
living room an enormous dorm er
window gives a sup erb view of the
mountain both from the gallery
and from the living room below.
Th ere is a bathroom on eac h floor,
with a sauna openin g off the firstfloor bathroom. A well-shield ed
living terr ace opens off the living
room ; it is very larg e (s ome 300
square feet ) and is orient ed to the
south with a splendid view of the
ski slopes. Covered stairs lead directly from the terrace to the
ground.
Th e entrance vestibule is at
grade and approximately three feet
below the living room. It is generous, its walls lined with benches
and pegs, and serves as a catch-all
mudroom to save th e rest of the
house from wet out er clothin g and
ski equipment. At the ba ck of the
living room whe re it joins the kitchen a two-sided fireplace pro vides
warmth and glow to both rooms.
Th e unu sual feature of these
chalets is the way they nest togethe r in clusters of three, four
and five. Th ey ar e adapted to the
slope on which they sit so that
eac h one is set four feet hack and
two feet higher than the one below it. Thi s will give a clea r sense
of sepa rateness and identity to
eac h one while still allowing a degree of compac tness in siting. In
the final developm ent about twenty chal ets will be clust ered on the
upper half of the site.
Th e construc tion of the chalets
is wood throughout with cedar
shingles on the roof and exterior
walls. Th e interiors are smooth
plaster walls with exposed board
ceilings and side wall. Both the
condominium apartmen ts and the
chalets provide sound insulat ion
betw een adjacent unit s by means
of resilient metal channels and ac-T.R.V.
oustical blankets.

isom et ric and . . . .

plan s of 2 b ed roo m chalet

1
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BOOK REVIEW
Bainbridge Bunting. Houses of Boston's Back Bay.
The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press,
Cambridge, 1967. $12.50.
The Back Bay area of Boston provides in microcosm, a fascinating picture of American architecture
an d city planning and its relationship to politics , to
economics and to the social scene from 1840 through
1917. In his introductory chapter the author pr esents
the development of the Back Bay area from that of
a shallow marshy bay to a filled-in area which eventually becam e the most fashionable residential section of Boston . Prof. Bunting points out that "With
a precision almost unique in American history, the
bu ildin gs of the Back Bay chart the cours e of architectural developm ent for more than half a century.
Here one can follow, year by year, th e changes in
architectural style and building technology during
the latter half of the nin eteenth century. The record
(of this architecture ) is the more important when
one considers the leading position that Boston occupied as the educational and publication center for
arch itecture in America during the period when the
district was being built. Th e fashions established in
the Back Bay were reflected , sooner or lat er, in other
cities of the country." ( p. 2 )
Further "The Back Bay district also constitutes
an early and significant chapter in the developm ent
of city planning in the Unit ed Stat es. With th e Public Garden and Commonwealth Avenu e, it represent s
one of the country's first concerte d efforts to crea te
a homog eneous urban environment." ( p. 2 ). Th e concluding chapter of the book traces in detail the var ious stages of growth of the Back Bay ar ea : the
mon umental developm ent of Commonwealth Avenu e as a great urban boul evard ( probably as the
author asserts , one of the most handsome in nin eteenth century America, p. 397 ), the admirable provision of parks, and the creation of a . .. "cluster of
educational and religious institutions in the neighborhood of Copl ey Square creat ed a splendi d cultural focus for Boston" ( p. 398 ).
In the central part of his study Prof. Bunting
trac es the coming and going of the menagerie of
architectural styles which so characterized the final
half of the nin ete enth century. Here occurred everything ranging from the num erous early variations
on the Academic French mod es ( 1857-1869) to the
Huskinian Gothic , Richardsonian Romanesq ue, the
var ieties of the Queen Anne , and then as a final
note, the "Authentic Reviva ls" - the Fe de ral, the
Adams , the Georgian, etc. Not only are the styles
fully discuss ed , but the author discuss es the nature
of the arc hitectural profession as it developed in
these early years - an extreme ly important subject
when one rememb ers the importance of such nearby
institutions as M. I. T. and Harvard in the emergence of architecture as a profession in this country.
Th e author also delves into the many and numerous factors which conditioned the design and site
16

Use something
to insulate cavity
and block walls.

How about
jawbreakers?

Whenever the temperature differs on the ins ide and outside of these walls (that's all the t ime), convection occurs
in the cavities. The more different the temperature, the
bigger the wind in the voids. The wind carries therms
f ro m the side where you want them to the side where you
don't. These walls are as good as-or better-than other
kinds of walls. But like all walls, they need insulat ion.
Wit hout it the occupants are as m iserable as the heating
and air cond ition ing bills.
Zonolite~ Masonry Fill Insulatio n: better t han everything

Zonolite Masonry Fill l nsulation was developed specifically for these kinds of walls . It doubles their insulation
value; a real boon to mankind. Keeps inside wall temperatures comfortab le and the heating and air conditioning
bills easy to take.
Zonolite pou rs right into the voids, fills them completely, never settles. It is water repellent ; any m oist ur e
that gets into the wall drains down through it and o ut.
Cost: as low as l O¢ per square foot , ins ta lle d.

+_ ..- ._ ._ ._ ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- ..- +
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N. M.

87107

Gentlemen :
Some how using jawbreakers doesn't sound like a good solutio n to the problem of insu lating masonry walls. Send me
Zonolite Masonry Fill In sulat ion Folder No. MF-83, with complete technical data and specifications.
NAME

_

T ITLl:.-E

_

FIRM
ADDRESS

_
_

1
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i
i

I
Ii

! CITY
STATE
ZIP
+._
.._ ._n_n_..__._.._.._n_.._.._.._._.._.._..
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layout for th e typic al Back Bay town hou ses: fire
law s and prop erty restrictions, methods of cons truction and the changes in mech ani cal eq uipme nt.
Pro fessor Bunting has in reality produced two
hook s in one - a highl y read abl e di scu ssion of
a rchi tec ture in a spec ific 19th century Ameri can
locale; and a catalog ue resume of the buildings, street
pattern s, parks, etc. whi ch by 1917 eve ntua lly occupied th e Back Bay ar ea . Th e text has been augmented by numerious photographs, many of whi ch

a re extre mely hand some; floor plans, and reproductions of origina l architec tura l plan s and drawings
of the stree t layout. By b ringing all of thi s mat eri al
together th e author has crea ted an inte rdisciplina ry
study whi ch should be a mod el for future studies
of oth er urban a reas . It is a book from whi ch the
arc hitect an d all ot hers int er ested an d involved with
architec ture and planning will imm ensely profit.
- Dav id Gebhard, Art Gall ery,
Uni v. Calif. , Santa Barbar a.

HOW ABOUT SOME URBANE URBANISM
A look at the De Vargas Urban
Renewal Proiect, Santa Fe, N. M.
by: John T. Midyette, III
Ci vili zation is a progress from an indefinite, incoh erent, homogen eity toi card a d efinite, coherant het e ro:;ene ity .
Man today, ha vin g cast off th e [rameicork of tra ditional authority which confined and sustaine d him
before, can act icith a latitude both fri ghtenin g and
ex h ilarat ing . Ina ico rld tch ere calues may b e questi on ed, man searches co nstantly for his Olcn identity,
and for th e m eaning of human existe nce, individual
and collec tice.'
Th e im med iate eff ort needed is an int ell ectual
and imaginative on e - to understand this ne w re vela tion made to li S by th e g row th of kn oicledge. Human ism is se m inal. \\1e must learn what it m ean s, th en disse m inate Humanistic ideas, and finally inject th em
when ever possible into practical affairs as a g uid ing
fram ework for policy and action»
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Urban Renewal Progra ms are wide-spread in this
co un try , an d most of the mon ey com es from the F ede ra l Gov ernment. Along wi th its "gifts", th e Fe deral
Government sets up "standards" that must be applied
to th e proj ect , irrespective of its geographical location.
On e of the Federal requirem ents is that th e Urban Renewal Agency adhere to th e community's zoning ordinan ces, wh ether or not they ar e the correct land uses
for th e affec ted ar ea. This brings us to Santa Fe, and
th e De Var gas Urban Renewal Proj ect.
The Santa Fe River run s east to west through th e
a p proxima te middle of the 24.2 ac re proj ect area . Th e
river effectively divides a primaril y low incom e resid ential ar ea on its south sid e from the commercial but
bli ghted edges of th e central business district to th e
north. Th e existing commerci al areas on th e north side
and th e river are within easy ped estri an access to th e
Santa F e Pla za. The need for th e elimination of some
structures and for the compreh ensive redevelopment
of this a rea into a sound commerci al distri ct is real ,
and ur gent.
The ar ea to th e south of th e river is resid ential
with only th e slightest intrusion of commercial ente r-

D"

capitol

complex

PL " pedett rian

lin k

pri ses. The streets ar e narrow. The one story apartment compounds ran ge from good to frightful. Th e indi vidual hom es are some times well kept and trim; all
are small an d tightly packed on small lots. The ar ea is
within easy walking di stan ce of the Stat e Capitol
complex.
The present ren ewal plan s have had to be based
upon the existing Santa Fe zoning ordinanc es. According to th e urban renewal planners, these ordinan ces
have laid do wn suc h restri cti ve area limitations upon
resid ential zones th at it would be impossibl e to permit
any resid ential development in th e proposed ren ew al
area. Thus th e entire 24.2 acres ar e designated for
comme rcial use. In th e city of Santa Fe this seem s
vastly excess ive to its needs. If fully developed accordi ng to th e pr esent plan s, th e commercialization of
this ar ea might well lead to the eventual blighting of
the old er , existing ce ntra l business district about th e
plaza. The present size and po tential population ex-
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pansion of Santa Fe does not justify such a land use
pattern.
It wou ld make more planning sense for the existing residential district to continue to serve the city as
a close-in living area . Revitalization of some of th e
pr esent compound structures and an increased residential density by the development of new apartment
compl exes would increase the income of the present
land own ers and future developer. But more importantly, it would add new housing for employees in the
nearby State Capitol complex and pedestrian customers to the central business district across the river.
Thi s area might be zoned to R. A. C.-Residential
which "is intended to serve and
Arts and Crafts
preserve the prevalent characteristics of some limit ed
areas in the city. Within these general ar eas, resid ential uses ar e inter-mixed with small arts and craft
shop s ... ":1. Such a revitali zed residential area alon g
the south side of a new Sant a Fe River Park would
pro vide a sound basis for the re-developm ent of the
blight ed comme rcial lands which lie within the renewal area across the river to the north.
It might be possible to allow a "finge r" of residential developm ent to cross the river at some point between Don Gasp ar Str eet and the proposed Sandoval
Str eet extension. A ped estri an bridge could link the
residenti al finger back across the river to the neighborhood on the south bank.
As stated befor e, the urban renewal designers
agree that this area should not be stripped of its residential pot enti al. But they point out that the city 's
present zoning does not allow for resid ential develop ment in this area. Zoning ordinances hav e been
chan ged , ar e being changed, and must be changed before we can design into our citi es a variety of experiences, visual and social. Th e primary need is not to
just bui ld shelter , wh eth er for living or selling, but to
build an environment in which a civilization can
grow.
Th e Santa Fe River Park as designed for the
Urban Renewa l Agency is dull, lifeless, and will be
nothing more than a dead green strip. It serves none
of the needs of the proj ect area - except that it provides for the unlik ely eventua lity of a major Santa Fe
river flood.
An alt ern at e park design has been submitte d by
a Santa Fe archit ectural firm. Thi s substitute proposal
is a step in the right dir ection. It contains noisy areas
for children at play , quite sculpture courts for restful
conversation, and an amphithea ter for community theater or political rallies. A shallow pool is pro vided
in which children can splash in the summ er and
on which they can ice-skate in the winter. This pro posal is designed to serve urban needs in an urban environment. ( sketch p. 19 )
Let us say that the area south of West Alameda
Street is rezoned R. A. C. This would leave some 421,418.72 square feet of ground area to the north of the
river and still within the Urban Renewal ar ea to be
develop ed as commercial land uses. Most of this ar ea
is a poorly developed and blighted commercial zone
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map 2

URA PROPOSED LAND USE

SUGGESTED LAND USE
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map3

all urban park ill an urban environment
but it is contiguous with the cen tral business district.
Because of a slow population growth and the developm ent of outl ying shopping centers, the need
for revitalizing this area had not been felt. But Sant a
Fe has grown and is continuing to do so. Th e need
has now become apparent and Urban Renewal is the
read y tool. With proper developm ent this large area
of land is ample to serve the needs of Sant a Fe's
central bu siness district for years to come.
In the De Varg as Urb an Renewal Plan there is
no hint of a ped estri an link betw een the existing Plaza
and the proposed 24.2 acres of commercia lism! Is it
the intention of this De Vargas Urban Renewal Plan
to strangle the commercial aspects of our Sant a Fe
Plaza? In past Urb an Renewal projects throughout
this country it has been difficult to force peopl e out of
their automobiles and have them walk from area to
area . In the plan, as presented , no one will walk from
area to area - and how may cars came into your store
yesterday to bu y something? There must be a re-orientation in this plan toward ped estrian circulation. A
ground level parkin g lot is included in the plan. ( Map
2. ), and it does lie betw een the URA and the existing
central business district. But unless a mult i-level parking garage is built, the parking demands of the area
cannot be met.
Lying outside the Urban Renewal Area , but of
importa nce to the developin g plans for the URA, is
the mid -high school property. ( B-map 1). Althou gh
still a functioning school, the Santa Fe School Board
wishes to sell the propert y and to repl ace the school
facilities on a new, less congested site. Th e property is
ideal for developm ent of a convention an d cultura l
compl ex. Thi s site lies within ped estri an wa lking distance from the downtown hotels; it can be easily
reached for commercial tru ck servicing and priv ate
automobiles from the inner loop and the Taos highway . Th e ancien t plaza with its historical museum s
an d shops is only one block south.
Stron g visua l ped estrian walkways could be developed along the existing sidewalks which would link
the convention center and Fede ral Oval on the north

through the Plaza to the Capitol Complex on the
south. Th ese links also extend into the URA ( See PLmap 1). Whil e the automobile would not be eliminated in an expende d and in some plac es portaled sidewalk plan , it is the ped estri an who is the actua l user of
the cultura l facilities an d the buyer from the shops.
Th e city of Santa Fe has tremendous cha rm and
potentiali ty, but if we allow the traffic engineers to
bulldoze their way through this city with sixty-five
foot wid e streets, traffi c lights, stop signs, aluminum
light standa rds, etc., the existing cha rm is destro yed
and all hop e for imaginati ve developm ent of the city
of Santa F e is lost as it approaches "Any Town,
U. S. A.". Surely there are oth er ways of controlling
traffic than those proposed - texture the stree t paving, change pavin g color and / ormate ria l to . indi cat e
speed and direction al changes, etc. Th ese are only a
few ways in which the automobile can and should be
handl ed in predominat ely pedestri an areas . Th e central business distri ct must be essentia lly for ped estrians. With toda y's technological development s, the
designer is limited only by himself, but in most cases
he is his own greatest liability.
Th e citizens of Sant a Fe must look at the total
impact that this 24.2 acre project will make on this
small town. The De Varga s Renewal Project is no
longer a qu estion mark; it is now reality I Th e project
as plann ed needs to be very seriously scrutinized.
Ch anges must be mad e. Th ese changes are within the
citizen's gras p. If the future of the city of Sant a Fe is
not to be mundane and trit e, then the citizens must
step forw ard and demand an environme nt in which
civilization can grow. Santa Fe's long and unique
heritage can be extende d into a growing, vital future
without suppression by unimaginati ve planni ng and
without the false front s of a "Williamsburg Museum "
conc ept.
- ]. T . M. III
1. Jan son, H. HISTORY OF ART. En glewood Cliffs, N ew
Jer sey; Prentice Ha ll . 1963 pg. 453
2. Hux ley, Ju l ia n. THE H UMA NIST F RA ME. New Y ork ,
N ew Yo r k ; Harp er and Bro t her s, 1961 pg. 98
3. Zon in g Ordinance, Ci ty of Santa Fe , Dec. 1967
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ALBUQUERQUE
TESTING LABORATORY
Sub-sod Investigati ons
For St ructu ral and Dam Foundations

Two Drills a nd Crews now
available for Prompt Service
Laboratory Analysis and
Evaluation of Construct ion M aterials

STEEL

All work done under the supervision
of Registered Professional Engineer~
532 Jefferson St., N E. Phone AL 5-891 6
Phone AL 5-1322

P. O. Box 4101
Albuquerque
New Mexico

EPOXY TERRAZZOS
THE HEVOLUTIONARY HIGH QUALITY
FLOOR COVERING

An outstanding new two component coa ling that
ac tually out-perferms baked enamels for hardness,
gloss, resistance to water, chemicals and stains

BOTH EAST AND WEST VESTIBULES OF THE
NEW UNIVERSITY BASI C MEDI CAL FACILITY AT
ALBUQUERQUE FEATURE GLEAMING EPOXY
TERRAZZO FLOORS.

MAY BE
APPLIED
BY BRUSH,
SPRAYER

OR ROLLER

EPOXY TERRAZZOS
ARE THE MOST BEAUTIFUL AND
FUN CTIONAL FLOOR COVERING YET
DEVISE D. SEAMLESS , GROUND IN
PLACE TERRAZZO FLOORS GIVE
EVERLASTING WEAR , EASE
OF
MAINTENANCE AND COLOR AND
DESIGN VERSATILITY.
EPOXY TERRAZ ZO FL OORS
ARE NOW AVAILABLE IN
CONDUCTIVE FORM FOR
USE IN HOSPITAL OPERATING ROOMS OR EXPLOSIVE HAZARD AREAS .

Another Quality
Product of . •.

~I:W MI:XIC()
MAVULI: A~() TILl: C().
414 Second St., S.W.
Albuquerque, N. M.
P. O. Box 834 • Phone 243-5541
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271 4 4th St., N.W.
P.O. Box 6086
Albuquerque,
New Mexico

Dependable . . .
SOUND, INTERCOM
AND POCKET PAGING
FOR EVERY BUILDING TYPE

lIt1esign
.Interiors

Our broad experience in this specialized field
is available to you. Contact us for general
planning help.

Complete Design Service

*

No obligation, of course.

/ri"iilOo6

OF NEW MEXICO

*

111 -A CORNELL DR., S.E., ALBUQUERQUE, N. M. 87106
PHONE 242-4611

Office Furnishings
Contract Sales
Color Co-ordination
Draperies, Carpeting, Accessories

*

*

Professional Design Staff
3 Locations to Serve You
THE PAPER MILL, Inc.
132 W. Las Cruces Ave.
LAS CRUCES, N. M.

BRAND

TOILET COMPARTMENTS

DESIGN INTERIORS
120 Morningside, S.E.
ALBUQUERQUE, N. M.

THE INK WELL, Inc.
314 Ninth Street
ALAMOGORDO, N. M.

),,

,

•

Endl ess
design and
pattern
possibilities

•

Durable,
easy to
maintain

•

Assured loca l
availability
ceiling hung ,
floor mounted
or overhead
braced

/

/\
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W E CAN DO A QUA LI TY BUILDING
JOB FOR YOU AT LESS COST W IT H
WEYERHAEUSER LAMINATED WO OD BEAMS
WEYERHAEUSER LAMINATED W OOD A RCH ES

Formica Brand Laminated Plastic is the ideal
surfacing material for toilet compartments and
other restroom partitions, for the same reason
it serves so handsomely on surfaces in other
parts of a building.
FORMICA DISTRIBUTOR

WEYERHAEUSER LAMINATED WOOD DECKING
See us for complete Weyerhoeuser Structurol Roof Syst em s.
We con do th e co m p lete job from es t imo te through erect ion . Co li for esti motes or more in formo tio n.

A

Weyerhaeuser Architectural Specialty Dealer

PHONE 233-2317
312 INDUSTRIAL, N . E.
P. O. BOX 1098
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO
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A LEGAL AND ARCHITECTURAL
MILESTONE IN MADISON, WISCONSIN

Frank Lloyd Wright had his day in court on
September 12, 1967. Th e result would have pleased
him.
On that day, Wisconsin Circuit Judge Edwin
Wilkie handed down a ruling that not only paved the
way for the construction of Wright's famous, longdelayed Monona Terrace Project in Madison but set
a precedent that could have far-reaching effects on
municipal architecture throughout th e country.
Barring appeal, the ruling disposes of a taxpay er's suit which had challenged the right of the city
to select an architect solely on th e basis of reputation
and ability to perform , and to pay a high er than
customary fee. Th e suit was the latest in a long
series of obstructions that have plagued the civic
cent er project since Wright propos ed its first design
in 1954.
That design immediately met with entrenched
political opposition, partly because it placed a portion of the complex on a platform over Lake Conona ,
rath er than on privately held real estate. But the citizens of Madison liked it : more than 7,000 of them
signed a petition to put the issue on the ballot and ,
by a 2-1 vote in 1956, approved a $5lh million bond
issue to get it built- specifically on the proposed site
"according to the plan of Frank Lloyd Wri ght."
Since then, the project has been an on-againoff-again affair, dependin g on who was running the
city governmen t at the time. But it appea red to have
jump ed its final hurdle last Novemb er when, thanks
to a new pro -Wright mayor, Otto Festge, th e city
signed a planning-design contract with the Frank
Lloyd Wright Foundation , the firm established after
Wright's death in 1959 to carry on his works.
Th en Madison Attorn ey Carroll Mat zner brou ght
suit, claimin g the city had acted "capriciously" in
selection of the Foundation as architec ts. Jud ge
Wilkie disagreed. "In the selection of professional
people to rend er professional services," his opinion
stated, "it is reasonabl e for city officials to seek out
the person whose talent the city wishes to engage.
Archit ecture is an art and a science. It was thus reasonabl e and proper for the city officials .. . to settle
upon an architect whose talents and abilities they
felt best ada pted to the project at hand. It was not
requi site that they seek 'bid s' .. . indeed it would be
to the disadvantage of the state or municipal corporation to regard the cost of architectura l services as
the primary factor in the selection of an architect."
Th e major significance of the decision, in the
view of William Wesley Peters, chief architect of the
found ation , is its recognition of th e validity of "comprehensive architectura l services." Peters points out
that the contract gives the found ation responsibility
for the entire project, includin g the site planni ng,
land scapin g, and the disposition of all the bu ildings
22

and facilities. The fee, which is worked out on a
complicated sliding-scale basis that averages out at
about 9.8 percent, is "no larger than that recommended by the AlA" for such services, Peters claims.
The ruling, Peters said last month , is "a milestone in the architectural field."
Architectural Forum/November 1967

SORRY-

that this issue of NAJA will be a little late getting
into your hands. The holiday season - its usual
short work weeks and busy schedules - is one
reason. A slight heart attack suffered by one of the
editors is another reason.
But the editors of NAJA and the publications
commission of the New Mexico Society of Archit ects
want to wish the adv ertisers and th e read ers a:

~er~ Jr05pernU5 auh a

~apPlJ ~efu tear
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Lembke Const ruct ion Co.
General Contractors

The new Basic Medical Building
Universi ty of New Mexico
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Guy App le
Masonry Contractor
Albuquerque, Ne w Mexico

W . C. Kruger a nd Associates
Ar c hitec ts

Exac t discipline, add dignity to you r project

GO MODERN
as exempl ified in the above photograph in the liberal use of concrete masonry units.

Masonry units manufactured and furnished by

CREGO BLOCK CO., INC.
6026 Second St. N.W.

Phone 344-3475

Albuquerque, N. M. 87107
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BRIDGING the SOUTHWEST
ANOTHE H EVIDE NCE OF
THE VERSATILITY OF
CO CHETE IS ITS USE IN
PRESTHESSED CONC RETE
BRIDGE GIRDERS OF
OVERPASSES ON INTERSTATE 25 IN MORA
COUNTY.
ANOTHER PRECISION
PRODUCT OF HYDRO
CO DUIT CORPORATION .

CONTRACTOR
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CONDUIT CORPORATION
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